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STATEMENT FROM THE BOARD

The past year has been deeply testing.

C4 Center chalked up another eventful year with many new challenges to
surmount, despite the murkiness of Malaysia's muddled political
landscape.

The TMDB scandal remained the nation’s biggest bane. Court papers from
Singapore and the United States reveals the outright theft of billions of
dollars, spawning massive street protests in the heart of Kuala Lumpur.

But this tale, once shaking Malaysia to its core, has now resulted in a
messy state of affairs complicated by the strong likelihood of a late 2017
to early 2018 general elections.

Those seeking change are groping towards an awkward alliance. Former
UMNO supremo Mahathir Mohamed now leads the opposition through his
own reformist party, while Anwar Ibrahim remains in jail on the same
trumped-up sodomy charge.

Amidst this political climate, we are witnessing a closing off of civic
spaces. The work of anti-corruption and human rights advocacy just
became more daunting, more difficult and more demanding.

It is no wonder that Malaysians are frustrated, while bearing a heavier
financial burden.

The Panama Papers and the Paradise Papers have shown us the new
dangers of open markets and a borderless world, and exposed the
complicity of international banks and global financial _institutions.
Gorruptlmn can be stopped if they took fighting money laundering
seriously

Because of that, the thrust of C4 Center in 2017 was to think globally
and intensify our actions locally.

Finding the truth behind TMDB and other scandals has led us deeper into
the intriguing world of cross-border corruption prevention. At the same
time, we will not stop in our work to end the impunity of Najib and his
cohorts in the pursuit of accountability at all levels.

Values of integrity and ethical governance that have now been usurped by
wers that be must be returned to its hallowed position.

for the change that we see is necessary for Malaysia.
Board

Dr Farouk Musa
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Richard Yeoh
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MALAYSIA CORRUPTION 2017
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Malaysia's Corruption Perception Index is
steadily declining in score to 49/100,

dropping to 55th rank from 50th in 2013.

According to Transparency International's
Global Corruption Barometer 2017....

62% of Malaysians
think that the
government is doing
badly in fighting
corruption.

59% of Malaysians
think that the level of
corruption has
increased.

23% of Malaysians
naid a bribe when
accessing public

J services.
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The number of MACC arrests in 2017 were
reported to be 879 cases, declining despite
45 high profile cases recorded by C4 Center.
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The World Bank's Control of Corruption Index
indicates a steady decline dropping to 61.5
percentile rank, from 67.3 in 2013.

Open Data Barometer: . o® .‘
In2016, we scored 28 pts,  J<° @®-% |
ranking 53rd of 115 countries.  © oo |

Global Open Data Index: N
In 2016, we scored 10%, — - - -
ranking 87th of 94 countries.



http://transparency.org.my/category/what-we-do/indexes/corruption-perceptions-index/ 
http://www.sprm.gov.my/index.php/en/enforcement/statistics-on-arrests?id=1917 
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=worldwide-governance-indicators
https://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/publication/people_and_corruption_asia_pacific_global_corruption_barometer 
http://opendatabarometer.org/4thedition/detail-country/?_year=2016&indicator=ODB&detail=MYS 
https://index.okfn.org/place/ 

264 CENTER HIGHLIGHTS

. C4 Center's Cynthia Gabriel recelves the Democracy Award

" June, Cynthia Gabriel was B
honoured with the 2017 Democracy
Award by the US National
Endowment for Democracy (NED) for
her courageous work to expose large
scale corruption in Malaysia, in
setting up C4 Center to provide a
strong civil society voice in fighting
corruption. The visit concluded many
high level meetings at the Capitol
Hill, the White House, and at the UN
Headquarters. Global media, such as
CNN, Washington Post and the Wall
reet Journal, interviewed Cynthia
on the TMDB scandal and PM Najib’s

olein it.

>
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Kleptopoly launched and ready for sale!

|

S Qé.ﬁ C4 Center broke new ground through Kleptopoly: The

- Board Game as a innovative tool for advocacy for
public education for asset recovery and asset
declaration. Capturing public imagination, the level
of response for the board game went beyond our
expectations, helping C4 Center engage with youth
and urban crowds as well as providing a
supplementary source of income for our activism.

$
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C4 -’f 1 (s frontline expertise was
9] t(through,__our election to
oordination committee of the
oalition, ag obal network of
350 cwﬂ.somet organisations
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; nalﬁ[ for two years.

"

.




rIN ACTION: THE 2077 JOURNEY

1ST QUARTER 3RD QUARTER
Langkawi GIAT Good Governance
Fact Finding Mission Agenda Launch
UNCAC Second Cycle Freedom of Information
Country Review Roundtable with SUHAKAM
Program Sehati Sejiwa “Official Secrets Act: Time to
Memerangi Rasuah Review or Repeal?” Forum

2ND QUARTER
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~1MDB ReportLaunch ATH QUARTER
Kleb\t/\claclr)a;tx/ (iampari]g” & "It's Raining Dedak at Elections”
EDSILE Launc EC-MACC Report Launch
Press Freedom Day with

International Anti-Corruption
Day

~ Kleptopoly's “Live Clean or Die
Dirty” at Art for Grabs 4

Conference of State Parties
on UNCAC

Journalists and Public

T



POLITICAL FINANCING AND CROSS BORDER CORRUPTION

As one of our major thrusts, we believe that good governance requires a robust legal framework
potlicial financing and donations, whether in the context of day-to-day governance or electoral
offences. We launched two major reports and a coalition agenda underpinning these issues.

TETIITI T TEE e B o
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Lin J_.,_._.;._.j.'j_:d Cross Border Gor r' Lo
and Money La J_s.rj_}
THE 1MDB CHRONICLES EXPOSED

Report on the Roles and Functions of the EC and the
MACC in Addressing Corrupt Practices at Elections

Understanding Cross Border Corruption and Money
Laundering: The TMDB Chronicles Exposed

In order to educate and clarify the complexity of the TMDB scandal,

we chronicled the events and actors in a single report, highlighting
how TMDB funds moved across the world to end up in the personal

pockets of top Malaysian figures. The report was launched 1 April,

received international attention and puts the spotlight on PM Najib
Razak's grand corruption.

Report on

the Roles and Functions of
the EC and the MACC
in Addressing Corrupt
Practices at Elections

During the last elections, the Election Commission (EC) and the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) were quick to pass
the buck on acting on corrupt practices during elections. The report
gives clarification on the matter of jurisdiction: What does the law
say about whose responsibility it is for enforcing electoral laws with
regards to bribery and electoral malpractice? This report was

THE LAUNCH OF GIAT'S GOOD
GOVERNANCE AGENDA FOR
MALAYSIA

launched 11 November and will be delivered to key agencies.

*THE CENTERTD COMRAT
-I‘;nrfrmmrr AND CRONVISM

" GIAT Good Governance Agenda

Together with other NGOs in the run up to the next general
% elections, this agenda was launched 19 July, presenting a
list of demands to all political parties that we need reform

access to information, civic participation and independent
institutions.

% inthe following areas: asset declaration, political financing,

\
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C4 Center also works towards the establishment of a federal FOI law, stronger whistleblower
protection, educating the public of their right to know and encouraging the usage of this right.

SUHAKAM’s Round Table Discussion on Access to Information in Malaysia

This landmark invitational
roundtable, jointly held by C4
Center and The Human Rights
Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) on 4 August, intends
to kickstart the process of drafting
an Federal FOI law. 39
representatives, including various
government agencies, discussed
the implementation of Open Data,
Access to Information, the reform
of the Official Secrets Act and how
a potential new FOI law would look
like in Malaysia.

demunit; Level Talks

We held grassroot-level events in
Selayang (4 April), in Bangi with
o0  University  Kebangsaan
Malaysia undergraduates (22
April), and a forum titled, “OSA:
Time to Repeal or Review?” (16
~We also participated in an
Article 19 consultation on FOI and
reedom of Expression, in
n for the UDHR Review

FOI & Investigative Journalism

One of the primary users of FOI laws
are investigative journalists. The
Northern Region office took the
initiative to use gather journalists in
conjunction with  World  Press
Freedom Day (date) to talk about
how a lack of access to information
has impinged on their capacity as
investigative journalists.

Educational Video

On 26 April, we released a 3-

minute Malay-language video to

boost awareness, especially
amongst ~ Malay  speaking
communities, that tax-paying

Malaysians have a right to know

how  public  funds  are
administered.  The video was
posted on our FB Page.
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Established in 2016, the C4 Center Northern Office specifically
deals with local good governance issues and sustainable
development.

In the context of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the
Northern Office continues to engage with local government in *
Penang such as councillors, state EXCO, MPs and MACC Penang.
We raised issues of state engagement with civil society and
pushing for true sustainable development especially in the light of ? 3
the 21 Oct Tanjung Bungah landslide and the 5 November /g
Georgetown flooding. '

In January, the Northern Office was focused on a fact-finding
mission on sustainable development and corruption in the tourist
haven of Langkawi. Preliminary findings were discussed at a in |
Pangkor workshop in November 201/. We look to formally
publishing a report of the findings in 2018.

Together with a strong journalist volunteer base, the Northern
Office has been recruiting volunteers to increase media outreach
and research capacity, and is looking to collaborate with regional
MACC offices in 2018.

= FOREST GOVERNANCE

Our forest governance programme that we started last
year in collaboration with the MACC, focuses on the
nexus between business and politics when Orang Asli
land rights are encroached by logging companies and
complicit state departments. Following two complaint
clinics last year, we organised two more this year.

We continued our work on forest governance issues, and
held very impactful outdoor (in the village) townhalls
with the Orang Asli community bringing relevant
agencies like the Forestry department, Orang Asli
Affairs Department (JAKOA), the Land Office, with the
cooperation of the MACC. In 2017 we headed to
Pahang, Kuala Lipis and Negeri Sembilan. These rural
community engagements, have been very rewarding
experiences for the work of C4 Center.




h - ¥ % &\

GLOSING CIVIC SPACES

Freedoms of expression are narrowing in traditional spaces. Corruption scandals have led to human
rights violations: unlawful detainments, suppression of peaceful protests, questioning of activists,
and the use of the Sedition Act to silence critics. C4 Center is exploring alternative ways to engage
with Malaysians for anti-corruption work.

Engaging Malaysian Publics with
Kleptopoly: The Board Game

Kleptopoly is a board game designed by C4 Center to
engage with youth and the broader public to introduce
basic anti-corruption concepts. Based off Monopoly and
inspired by the TMDB scandal, it features mechanics
where players are sent to jail if their properties are

found to be corrupt—hence teaching players the value
of asset declaration. Announced in October, a premium
version_with_hand-casted miniatures is available on

Naming and Shaming on Kleptocrazy my 0 T

C4 Center takes advantage of digital spaces in the face of rising i
corruption to “name and shame” politicians and officials living in
suspicious wealth. It allow citizens to submit photos or video evidence, =
while C4 Center moderates submissions to monitor for abuse, and we
help interpret the auditor-general’s report for layperson’s use. We also
keep a running database of MACC cases from the start of the new
Chief Commissioner’s term. In support of the programme, we held two
volunteer training sessions.

KLEPT[II:FIFIZ'.l MHLFI‘-'SIFl
Enabling Accountability through the MyCleanCity Mobile App

MyCleanCity is an innovative mobile app, created by C4 Center with the objective
of building accountability and transparency around governance and service
delivery issues at the council level. Tied to the Petaling Jaya council complaints
system, this community based app is meant to price open the black hole of poor
service delivery, name and shame departments that fail to implement their duties
efficiently, and build better collective community participation.




INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES

C4 Center now plays a major role in engaging international actors in fithing corruption both at the
regional and global level. Growing collusion from international financial institutions which enables
graft and organised crime to happen requires us to take the fight to where it needs to be.

Speaking at the Conference of State Parties (COSP)

C4 Center participated from 2-7 November 2017/ in our first COSP on
the UN Anti-Corruption Convention (UNCAC), held every two years.
Cynthia Gabriel was invited to speak on corruption, rising extremism and
its links to organised crime, and contributed heavily to discussion on
1MDB and asset recovery concerns.

UNCAC Second Cycle Country Review

In June, C4 Center took the lead within the GIAT Coalition in engaging
and providing input to UNCAC Country Reviewers from Timor Leste and
Swaziland, who carried out Malaysia’s obligations to be reviewed once
gvery five years. We initiated an NGO coordination meeting prior to
meeting the reviewers at MACC offices. While we were pressured to
remain solely within the ambit of Article 13 as civil society participation
within UNCAC, we also gave substantive feedback on the prevention of

corruption, (chapter 2), asset recovery (chapter 4), whistleblower —
protection and closing civic spaces, where an NGO law was being ' Fasttracking Implementation of UNCAC
mooted to regulate us further. :onomic and Social Development in Southea

Election to the Committee of UNCAC Coalition

Another milestone for C4 Center is the election to the coordination
committee of the UNCAC Coalition, a global network of over 350 civil
society organisations (CSOs) in over 100 countries promoting UNCAC.
C4 Center now plays a role of area representative to advocate the issue
of grand corruption and recovery of stolen assets at various events.

Bangkok, Thailand
31%anuary - 3 February 2017
'I F

Recovering lllicit Gains from Switzerland

Another new initiative C4 Center is exploring is an Asset Recovery
Initiative, which gathered endorsements from 111 other Malaysian NGOs.
== This initiative intends to persuade the Swiss government to put
confiscated gains from laundered TMDB money into an independent trust
fund benefitting Malaysians. Further follow-up is expected in 2018.

= C4 Center Recognised at International Forums

Because of our strong presence internationally, we were also invited to
speak at various events internationally, including the USA, Austria,
Taiwan, Thailand and Indonesia.




| E4 GENTER IN THE NEWS

News Highlights in 2017: Click to view!

Ehf .-S“h“['"_ Hurlillg _]i['l'ﬂhl World BSCRIE ik i Malaysian police reel as corruption probe
witdens

A 5 usir World  Fuolitics i Lifest

Malays:a PM Najib Razak under cloud uf 1MDB

corruption scandal, to he invited to White House TODAY

t Lindsay Murdoch & o= W

Before emerging as a key figure in one of the world's biggest
corruption scandals, Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak played
golf with Donald Trump.

Today (Singapore) - 19 May
U's attorney-general calls INDB seandal
‘kleptocracy at its worst’

"To my favourite Prime Minister. Great win,” the US President

scribbled on a photograph of them together.

Sydney Morning Herald (Australia) - 12 September

Tabcry's beginiiase Aan iaagely achimved e gaal of TAEASERCY, JEIcMICL Exkd 5 The Mashinglen Post
5 Confermnc ek Lt sk | Taipad, bt Fasch wark: s (0 b & g e ks Erfacs

TAIPEI TIMES Democracypust +
lm ltmﬂ Malaysia’s prime minister to the
’”ﬂi

White Hnuse is a terrible idea
| Times (RUC) 26 Oct
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By Cynthia Gabriel
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Greenhous
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Turn-Key Solu
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“Y WHY PRESIDENT TRUMP IS
BAD FOR FREEDOM ... IN

MALAYSIA | . o e
ong) - 15 Jan Washmg’[en Post (Unlted States) - 8 September
O webeem T Ene Bustinglen Post o | e & | {0
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For Malaysia, the fight against corruption is
also a fight for democracy

By Gyt Oasial

Fresperity

SEA Globe (Camhedla) 8 Nove :"

) 16 August


http://www.smh.com.au/world/malaysia-pm-najib-razak-under-cloud-of-1mdb-corruption-scandal-to-be-invited-to-white-house-20170912-gyfjf2.html
https://www.todayonline.com/world/asia/malaysian-police-reel-corruption-probe-widens
http://www.todayonline.com/world/us-attorney-general-calls-1mdb-scandal-kleptocracy-its-worst 
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/archives/2017/10/26/2003681056
http://www.scmp.com/week-asia/geopolitics/article/2062025/why-president-trump-bad-freedom-malaysia
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2017/09/08/inviting-malaysias-prime-minister-to-the-white-house-is-a-terrible-idea/?utm_term=.83f5efc01619
DONE 16-Aug	For Malaysia, the fight against corruption is also a fight for democracy (16 Aug)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2017/08/16/for-malaysia-the-fight-against-corruption-is-also-a-fight-for-democracy/?utm_term=.8c088dda540a
http://sea-globe.com/malaysia-activists/

4 GENTER IN FIGURES

DONORS & OTHER INCOME

= Source Duration Amount (RM)
Citations in the news National Endowment for Democracy 2017 296,585.67
Open Society Foundation 2016-2017 349,532.03

American Bar Association 2016-2017 24,711.64

1 7 Mj Canadian Fund for Local Initiatives  2016-2017 87,819.58

Others - Local Merchandise 2017 28,000.00

Events hosted or co-organised TOTAL 186,648.92
PROJECT & PROGRAMMES

across Malaysia
- Programme Partner & Donor Support ~ Amount (RM)
: Forest Governance CFLI / OSF 65,000.00
Digital Spaces to ABA / OSF 161,800.00

eSS Statements Issued S B
Open Government OSF/NED/Selangor State 9,900.00

Initiatives & FOI Aseembly/Penang Institute

Thematic Research OSF / NED / ABA / CLFI / 44700.00
UM

Cross-Border NED / UNCAC Coalition / 9,800.0

Corruption UNODC

Local Government OSF 50,000.00

C4 Center Northern ~ NED / MACC / Penang 1,200.00

Office Team Institute

C4 Center General OSF / NED 302,000.00

Operations

TOTAL

G4 GENTER STAFF IN 201/

Executive Director: Cynthia Gabriel

Fadiah Nadwa Fikri, Rahayu Mumaizani, Aizat Shamsuddln

Farhana Baharln Sean An% Ho Yi Jlan,
D [d ern (

55040000
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agencies, as well as the Malaysian public, e IR oy OB
amounting to approximately /86,000

Ringgit.
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to fighting corruption, we will not be able I*I
to have produced such outcomes and ana
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Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia for their
generous financial support.
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We also give special thanks to the 2 The Malaysian Institute of Integrity

Attorney General’s Office of Malaysia, The ff:%é?ﬂ

Selangor State Government, The Penang /;l'.}% N

State Government, the Institute of A *Hf.j;; PEN ANG

Integrity ~ Malaysia ~ and  Majlis e, A

Perbandaran Petaling Jaya for their ﬁ@ I NSTITUTE
Wl

partnerships in delivering the impacts to MAKICEln oA Wt
the wider public.
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THE GENTER T0 COMBAT
CORRUPTION AND CRONYISM

A-3-1, 8 Avenue, Jalan Sungai Jernih 8/1, Seksyen 8, 46050
PetalingJaya,Malaysia. Tel+60-793-22507

li c4center @c4center @ info@c4center.org
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