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On 4 April 2024, the Cen-
ter to Combat Corruption and 
Cronyism (C4 Center) launched 
report titled “Ending Waste 
Colonialism, Governing Plastic 
Pollution: Japan’s Opportunity 
to Lead Asia out of the Plastic 
Crisis”, highlighting waste co-
lonialism in Malaysia caused 
by massive imports of Japan’s 
plastic waste. Since China 
banned solid waste imports in 
2018, Malaysia has emerged as 
a global hub for plastic waste 
exports, with Japan being the 
leading nation exporting plastic waste to Malaysia. In No-
vember 2023, Japan exported 21.7 million kg in that month 
to Malaysia alone, more than the respective total amounts 
exported by other OECD countries to all non-OECD coun-
tries. 

This research shed light on the discrepancies between 
each country’s domestic and regional governance capaci-
ties on the movement and management of plastic waste, 
raising serious questions on transparency, traceability, 
and accountability of the plastic waste trade framework. 
The report noted several major challenges for Malaysian 
waste management, which include illicit waste manage-
ment practices such as open burning and illegal dumping, 
a lack of enforcement and monitoring from authorities, as 
well as a lack of transparency and public access to investi-
gate regulatory compliance in importing plastic waste.  

The report launch included several notable panel 
presentations and discussions. Jim Puckett, Executive 
Director and Founder of Basel Action Network (BAN) elab-
orated on the issue of lack of transparency and monitoring 
of waste trade, noting that only 10 PIC (Prior Informed 
Consent) applications were made in 2023 for permission 
to export contaminated mixed plastic waste to Malaysia. 
Lauren Weir, Senior Campaigner at the Environmental In-
vestigation Agency (EIA), presented on the recently passed 
EU Waste Shipment Regulation amendments, where all 
plastic waste exports to non-OECD countries are to be 
banned 2.5 years after adoption. She put forth that this 

was a possible step that Japan could emulate to lead Asia 
out of the plastic pollution crisis. Anthropologist Dr. Shiori 
Shakuto shed light on the global economic, historical, ra-
cial, and gender imbalances that have brought about the 
current plastic pollution crisis - echoing the report’s argu-
ment that governing the waste trade is not merely an issue 
of economics or the environment.

Waste colonialism does not only impact Malaysia, as 
other Southeast Asia countries are similarly impacted. 
Therefore, from the research report, C4 Center strongly 
calls for the Japanese government to phase out plastic 
waste exports to Malaysia and other non-OECD countries 
as a means of combating waste colonialism. In addition, 
on the Malaysian governance side, it is imperative for the 
government to ensure transparency and public access to 
data to support local community efforts which address 
plastic waste trade issues, strengthen enforcement in 
monitoring waste shipments, and phase out plastic waste 
imports and focus on expanding the capacity and infra-
structure in domestic waste collection and sorting.

As ways forwards for this research report, C4 Center 
will continue to amplify the key findings to both Japan 
and Malaysia counterparts, especially the key players in 
the government sector who can facilitate and continue 
addressing the plastic waste issues during the Intergov-
ernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) discussion to 
develop an effective Global Plastic Treaty (GPT) to combat 
the plastic crisis.

LAUNCHING OF C4 CENTER’S REPORT
ENDING WASTE COLONIALISM, 
GOVERNING PLASTIC POLLUTION:
Japan’s Opportunity to Lead Asia Out of the Plastic Crisis
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Final design of the 
report front cover

Researcher Wong Puiyi (right) presenting the 
report on waste trade to Hiroshi Ono (left), 
Japanese Vice Minister of Global Environmental 
Affairs, Ministry of Environment Japan at 
the fourth Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee for the Global Plastics Treaty in 
Ottowa, Canada, 22nd April 2024.

C4 Policy Coordinator 
Arief Hamizan (left) and 
Environmental Researcher 
Nabila Zulkiflee (right) 
presenting the report on waste 
trade to Malaysian Minister 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment Sustainability 
Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad 
(middle).
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The Tripartite-plus Workshop on Labour Migration, 
Smuggling of Migrants was held on 9 May 2024 at Inter-
continental Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. This event is part of 
a larger research project into the movement of migrant 
labour into Malaysia, the relevant legal framework of 
migration, and the allegations of corruption in the recruit-
ment process, and was jointly organised by C4 Center as 
well as the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 

Currently, a large 
portion of Malaysia’s 
workforce — especially 
in occupations consid-
ered dirty, dangerous, 
demeaning (3D) — is 
comprised of migrant 

labour, and demand for migrant labour continues to grow. 
As a result of this, networks of corruption and cross-bor-
der crime have erupted in order to facilitate the movement 
of migrant labour into Malaysia outside of legal channels, 
ranging from job scams to human smuggling and traffick-
ing operations. Hence, the overall research programme 
here aims to examine recruitment and admission practic-
es on migrant worker management, and identifying gaps 
in the processes that enable rent-seeking activities and 
labour exploitation, and that leave migrant workers vul-
nerable to irregular migration, forced labour, smuggling 
and trafficking. This workshop in particular aimed to 
present C4 Center’s initial report on corruption and gover-
nance issues within migrant labour recruitment to a wide 
variety of stakeholders and to receive their feedback. It also 

JOINT WORKSHOP ON 
MIGRANT SMUGGLING
WITH THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION (ILO) AND UNODC
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aimed to collect more perspectives from these groups in 
what their specific challenges were in terms of confronting 
and dealing with the issues, to collectively seek solutions 
and steps forward from different perspectives. 

Subject matter experts within the labour and mi-
gration space were invited to speak at this event. The 
opening remarks were presented by Rebecca Miller, 
Regional Coordinator, Human Trafficking & Migrant 
Smuggling, UNODC Regional Office for Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific (ROSEAP); Nilim Baruah, Senior Migration 
Specialist, DWT, ILO Regional Office for Asia and the Pa-

cific (ROAP); Pushpan Murugiah, Chief Executive Officer, 
C4 Center. The panel discussion, “Labour Migration Chal-
lenges and Opportunities” featured the panellists Engrit 
Liaw, Malaysian Trade Unions Congress representative; 
Dr Andika Wahab, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia; Adri-
an Pereira, North-South Initiative; Vinothaa Selvatoray, 
Malaysiakini. The event was attended by members of gov-
ernment and enforcement agencies, diplomatic corps, 

members of civil society organisations, and private sector 
representatives who are familiar with migrant labour re-
cruitment processes. These groups engaged in breakout 
room discussions separately, with moderators leading the 
discussions according to predetermined questions and is-
sues to focus on. The topics of the three discussions were 
“Improving recruitment and migrant worker manage-
ment practices”, “Upholding Labour Rights and combating 
Forced Labour, Trafficking in Persons, and Smuggling of 
Migrants”, and “Preventing rent-seeking activities and 
promoting transparency”. Since the groups were separat-
ed according to sector and industry, they were allowed to 
speak freely and openly, as well as bounce talking points off 
of each other. In total, the workshop was attended by over 
40 participants across the different sectors. The findings 
from these focus group discussions will be instrumental 
in furthering the research into migrant labour corruption, 
and will be incorporated into a larger report on this sub-
ject.
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On April 25th C4 Center, along with the members of 
the Rasuah Busters coalition, attended a consultation 
session with the Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department (Law and Institutional Reform) YB Tuan M. 
Kula Segaran and various officers of the Legal Affairs Divi-
sion (BHEUU) on the proposal to establish the Malaysian 
Ombudsman office.

This session was an opportunity for civil society or-
ganisations to share our baseline expectations on the 
development of the Ombudsman Bill. Important points 
of emphasis included measures to safeguard the body’s 
autonomy, sufficient resourcing and budgeting, and con-
stitutional issues. I also presented a brief summary of C4 
Center’s report “Structuring the Malaysian Ombudsman 

Office”, to give the Deputy Minister and BHEUU officers 
a clearer picture of the key considerations that they must 
take into account in order to create a viable and progres-
sive Ombudsman office. Ancillary topics were also raised 
during our discussions, such as the amendments to the 
Whistleblower Protection Act 2010 and the contours of the 
proposed Parliamentary Services Act.

C4 Center is grateful that BHEUU continues to show 
significant interest in engaging civil society when develop-
ing their reform proposals. Our discussions gave us some 
details on the present status of the Bill’s development, and 
we are excited to continue working closely with BHEUU to 
advance this reform agenda to completion.

RASUAH BUSTERS
COALITION CONSULTATION 
WITH DEPUTY MINISTER M. KULA SEGARAN
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On 30 April 2024, C4 Center was invited to  join a focus group meeting involving CSOs and government agencies 
working under the Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment and Sustainability (NRES) in dealing with transbound-
ary haze issues in Malaysia. The meeting was chaired by the Bahagian Pengurusan Alam Sekitar (BPAS) and the objective 
of the meeting was to address the transboundary haze issues, particularly in strategising the efforts to address peatland 
burning in Malaysia and also from the neighbouring countries, which have been a major contributor to this prevalent 
transboundary haze. Following this meeting, C4 Center has proposed a project proposal to the Ministry which focuses on 
the issue domestically by investigating the cooperation mechanism between the federal and state governments of Malay-
sia with regard to their collaborative efforts to curb transboundary haze and air pollution. The expected outcome from 
is project is to publish a policy advocacy document with key recommendations to influence the Malaysian government 
in enhancing the harmonisation between the state and federal governments in terms of safeguarding the environment

MEETING WITH THE 
BAHAGIAN PENGURUSAN ALAM SEKITAR (BPAS) ON 
TRANSBOUNDARY HAZE
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On 15 May 2024, C4 Center was invited by Klima Action 
Malaysia (KAMY), a climate justice and feminist organisa-
tion, to join a focus group discussion with other CSOs and 
provide insights from CSO’s perspective on just energy 

transition (JET) in Peninsular Malaysia. This focus 
group interview and discussion is one of the 

methodologies used by KAMY as a data col-
lection for their research report with the aim 

to understand the current challenges and 
anticipate future issues to ensure a well-

managed just energy transition by using 
business and human rights (BHR). 

The thematic areas discussed were 
Rights, Economy, Climate Justice, 

Labour, and Social Dialogue and 
Tripartism, all of which are crucial 
for an equitable and just energy 
transition.

C4 Center emphasised the importance of transpar-
ency , accountability, and meaningful public participation 
in every energy transition project. This is to mitigate cor-
ruption risks in the form of abuse of power, conflicts of 
interest, and cronyism, and to ensure good governance in 
a just energy transition.

From C4 purview, we emphasised the 
importance of including transparency of 
the project details, accountability, and 
a meaningful public participation in 
every energy transition project to pre-
vent corruption risks such as abuse of 
power, conflict of interest, cronyism, 
and others to happen during the project 
development and to ensure good gover-
nance in a just energy transition. The 
research report is expected to be 
completed by the end of the year.

CSO INSIGHTS ON
JUST ENERGY TRANSITION (JET)
USING THE BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS (BHR) LENS
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Malaysia participated in the 4th cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on 25/1/2024, where it received 348 
recommendations on measures to improve the domestic human rights situation from 131 member states of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council. These recommendations covered a wide range of thematic areas, both emerging and longstanding.

Under the UPR process, any recommendations received by a state under review may be accepted (either in full or 
partially) or noted. The state under review shall be expected to implement the accepted recommendations within the 
current UPR cycle. Therefore, it was important for COMANGO to push for the maximal acceptance of recommendations 
received - to add another dimension to our advocacy moving forward.

Thus, two consultations were held on 25/04 and 15/05 for COMANGO members to reflect on COMANGO’s efforts 
over the past UPR cycles, and to strategise on the best ways forward in engaging with the government. Our continued 
collaboration across thematic areas shows C4 Center’s commitment to working outside of silos. We strongly believe that 
civil society is stronger when we work together, and we are committed to upholding this practice.

COMANGO POST-REVIEW
ADVOCACY STRATEGY
FOR UPR RECOMMENDATIONS
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The Coalition for Clean and Fair Elections (BERSIH) 
held the annual national BERSIH Congress at the Kuala 
Lumpur and Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall (KLSCAH) 
on 25/05, bringing together civil society groups, youth 
organisations, and activists to discuss collective reform 
agendas and strategies. 

At the Congress, C4 Center representatives consis-
tently voiced out our concerns and perspectives on the 
suggested reform agendas. These proposed agendas 
would, if voted and passed, form a core part of the BER-
SIH coalition’s advocacy moving forward. Therefore, we 
had to ensure that the nuances and complexities of the is-
sues brought forward were considered by all present.

In the end, the Congress voted on a variety of mo-
tions covering police accountability reform, local council 
elections, and repealing repressive laws such as the Sedi-

tion Act 1948 and the Security Offences (Special Measures) 
Act 2012. These long-standing issues shall continue to be 
an important part of C4 Center’s push for improved gov-
ernance and transparency and accountability of state 
institutions.

B E R S I H 
CONGRESS 2024
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On 13 June 2024, C4 Center, together with  environ-
mental CSOs such as Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM), Klima 
Action Malaysia (KAMY), Rimba Watch and others were 
invited to have a dialogue session with the government 
on ways forward with the CCUS Act implementation. The 
Ministry of Economy is spearheading the drafting of the 
Carbon Capture Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) Act, slat-
ed to be tabled in the Parliament at the end of this year. 

However, the implementation of this Act raises many 
questions and concerns from the civil society and these 
concerns were addressed during the dialogue session. 
During the meeting, C4 Center has raised a few of the 
main issues lacking in the draft and plan on the CCUS 
implementation. Some of the concerns encompassed 
that there is no environmental consideration mentioned 
in the Act, no long-term safety of any CCUS projects, lack 

transparency on the project details, and the raising issue 
of carbon colonialism from CCUS projects to Malaysia. 

Therefore, C4 Center recommends that the Ministry 
of Economy to reconsider the implementation of this Act 
as they are not feasible and the government was unable 
to prove the viability of CCUS with concrete data baseline 
and research studies. 

  

DIALOGUE SESSION BETWEEN
CSOS AND MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
ON IMPLEMENTATION OF CCUS ACT
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It was our pleasure to host His Excellency José Luis 
Pardo Cuerdo, the Ambassador of Spain, on 26 April at our 
office. What was meant to be casual get-to-know session 
became a “roundtable discussion” that went on for almost 
2 hours. Many important topics were discussed, including 
the context of corruption in Malaysia, CPI rankings, and 
the perception of corruption from various communities. 
We also shared the many reforms we advocate for and 
what we expect from the Madani government. We were 
happy to share our work, perspectives, insights and ex-
pertise on Malaysia’s challenges in addressing corruption. 
Thank you to His Excellency for honouring us with your 
presence.

VISIT BY THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR
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C4 Center CEO Pushpan Murugiah was invited to a 
Taklimat and Sharing session hosted by the National Wa-
ter Services Commission or Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan 
Air Negara (SPAN) where he provided some insight on 
the concept of Conflict of Interest (COI) and what its im-
plications are. Conflict of interest may differ from various 
industries, cultures, & countries, and so clarifying the 
boundaries of COI according to different situations is 
of unique necessity. There is no one size fits all solution. 
Addressing conflict of interest issues require effort from 
multiple angles; from setting up robust internal whistle 
blower mechanism, good governance policies that applies 
to top management & board members as well as staff & 
employees, and transparency in service procurement pro-
cesses. There are many policies of international standards 
that can be customised and adapted to local contexts. 
Conflict of interest is only the tip of the iceberg in the large 

ecosystem of corruption. An ecosystem so broad and com-
plex, the provisions of the MACC Act are not equipped to 
address. Therefore, it becomes even more important for 
organisations to go beyond what is expected in order to 
curb corrupt practices.

SHARING SESSION WITH
THE NATIONAL WATER 
SERVICES COMMISION (SPAN)
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The ASEAN Anti-Corruption Network (SEA-ACN), a 
coalition of anti-corruption civil society organizations in 
ASEAN, convened a meeting on June 8th in Bangkok dur-
ing the 2nd International Conference on Anti-Corruption 
in Southeast Asia. The discussion focused on critical cor-
ruption-related topics, including public procurement, 

whistleblower protection, data transparency, and busi-
ness integrity. Recognizing that corruption transcends 
national boundaries, global cooperation is essential to 
combat this issue effectively.

THE ASEAN
ANTI-CORRUPTION 
N E T W O R K
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Pushpan Murugiah, CEO of C4 Center, participated in a workshop on Parliamentary Good Governance practices 
organized by The Secretariat of the Senate of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Parliamentary Centre of Asia (PCAsia). 
Across many ASEAN nations, there is a lack of comprehensive codes of conduct for parliamentary governance. Thailand, 
however, serves as a valuable reference with its well-established codes. Notably, France demonstrates best practices by 
maintaining highly comprehensive 
conduct guidelines, and the Euro-
pean Union Parliament also adheres 
to a robust set of codes.

In light of this, Malaysia has 
an opportunity to lead by estab-
lishing a comprehensive code of 
good governance conduct within 
its own parliament. Such a code 
would address critical issues related 
to conflicts of interest, cronyism, 
and nepotism among politicians. 
By providing a legal framework, it 
could effectively regulate these mat-
ters, particularly in the context of 
combating grand corruption in Ma-
laysia.

PARLIAMENTARY 
GOOD GOVERNANCE
WORKSHOP
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The Swedish Embassy, in collaboration with C4 Cen-
ter, the EU delegation in Malaysia and DBKL, hosted a 
forum as part of the Jom Kita Bincang initiative. The fo-
cus was on children’s rights, featuring esteemed speakers 
Elisabeth Dahlin, Sweden’s former Ombudsman for Chil-
dren’s Rights, and Bruce Adamson, Scotland’s former 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. Our very 
own Pushpan Murugiah, C4 Center CEO, moderated the 
event.

Children’s literature wields immense influence, shap-
ing positive norms for both young readers and adults. 
Safeguarding children’s rights is our top priority, ne-
cessitating collective efforts from society. Legislation, 
institutions, education, and public awareness all play piv-
otal roles. By reinforcing these rights through everyday 
actions, we can cultivate a culture of respect for human 
rights.

CHILDREN’S 
RIGHTS FORUM
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In June, C4 Center CEO Pushpan Murugiah flew to 
Vilnius, Lithuania to take part in the International Anti 
Corruption Conference 2024. There, C4 Center ran a joint 
session with the UNODC. The subject of discussion was 
“Sovereignty for Sale: Special Economic Zones, Scam 
Operations, Casinos, and Human Trafficking.” It was an 
informative discussion where new ideas were mooted. It 
was an honour to be amongst so many anti-corruption 
experts and practitioners. It was also great to know that, 
our friends from the Phillipines Center for Investiga-
tive Journalism (PCIJ) also had a fruitful and interesting 
session titled “Watching the watchtower, harnessing the 
power of collective action, discussing the role that the 
fourth estate has on fighting corruption and abuse of 
power.” 

INTERNATIONAL
ANTI-CORRUPTION CONFERENCE
2024 (VILNIUS, LITHUANIA)
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C4 Center CEO Pushpan Murugiah had the opportunity to attend and speak at the 2nd, International Conference 
on Anti Corruption Innovations in Southeast Asia held in Bangkok early this month. There he presented the linkages be-
tween corruption, migrant smuggling and cross 
border crime between Malaysia and the region. 
He also spoke on how political influence and cor-
ruption plays a vital role in driving demand for 
illegal recruitment (false demands). 

The session featured an impressive lineup of 
speakers; Ms. Carmela from PCIJ, John Wojcik 
from UNODC - United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime , and Tuan Reemos Khan from MACC, 
moderated by Annika Wythes.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
ANTI-CORRUPTION
(BANGKOK, THAILAND)
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The 2-day technical seminar on 25 & 26 of June in 
Bangkok, Thailand, was attended by over 50 participants 
from various enforcement agencies in the SEA region. 
Enforcement agencies included officers from Customs, 
anti-corruption agencies, police, and representatives from 
the Ministry of Environment/Department 
of Environment from Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Thailand, Vietnam and Philippines. 
Participation from civil society organisa-
tions was limited to only 3 organisations, 
2 from Malaysia and 1 from Indonesia. 
The informative seminar had speakers 
and panellists who shared case studies and 
experiences linking corruption in waste 
management and illegal waste traffick-
ing crimes. The inclusion of prosecution 

officers at the seminar was also key as the conviction rate 
for waste trafficking crimes in the region remains low. It 
was beneficial to be able to have dialogues with various 
enforcement agencies involved in waste trafficking and to 
hear their experiences, learnings and suggestions. 

WASTE CRIME AND
ANTI-CORRUPTION
TECHNICAL SEMINAR (BANGKOK, THAILAND)
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On the 16th of April, C4 Center was invited by ATC 
Penang to conduct a legal talk to a group of law students 
and faculty members which was led by our CEO, Pushpan 
Murugiah, on the current corruption climate in Malaysia 
and introduce the good governance and reforms in Malay-
sia. It was an insightful session with various engaging and 
interesting discussions on understanding the advocacy on 
anti-corruption and the need to push for more reforms. 
Following the talk, the students were introduced to our 
card game, ‘Build My-Town’ and were able to get a first 
hand experience of what it is like to portray an MP for their 
constituency and their roles in Parliament by tabling and 
passing reforms. C4 Center would like to extend our ap-
preciation to ATC Penang and is looking forward to future 
collaborations. 

BMT PLAY SESSION AND 
LEGAL TALK AT ATC PENANG
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On the 15th of May, C4 Center was invited by Karang-
kraf Mall to facilitate a Build My-Town Tournament they 
conducted at SMK Sungai Ramal, Kajang. The idea to con-
duct a tournament using the 
Build My-Town card game was 
created by the Karangkraf Mall 
team. A total of 40 students took 
part in this tournament. The 
objective of this tournament 
was to introduce the concept of 
what roles a Member of Parlia-
ment has to play when running 
their respective constituencies 
and in Parliament when advo-
cating and tabling for reforms. 

The tournament consists 
of 3 rounds of game play. The 
players are allocated into teams 
representing different constitu-
encies and are then assigned to their respective playing 
groups. The tournament works on a point system whereby 
points are tabulated for each constituency team and indi-

vidual players. The C4 Center team was invited to conduct 
the introduction portion of the session whereby they in-
troduced the organisation as well as the origins of the 

game and the tutorial of the game 
to the students.

To conclude the event, despite 
a couple of hiccups, the event was 
a success as the students were able 
to understand the mechanics of 
the game pretty quickly after play-
ing Build My-Town a few times. 
The students were curious as to 
the meanings of some of the re-
forms and how some of these 
actions are played out in real life. 
They too were intrigued with the 
card game in itself and found the 
card game to be fun. This form of 
engagement has shown that there 

is interest amongst the youths to understand how corrup-
tion works and think of anti-corruption measures that 
could be taken into consideration. 

BMT TOURNAMENT WITH
KARANGKRAF MALL AT
SMK SUNGAI RAMAL
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On 6 June 2024, C4 Center was invited to SMK Seksyen 
19, Shah Alam to conduct a Build My-Town tournament 
alongside our valued partners, Karangkraf Mall. A total of 
40 students participated in this tournament. The objective 
of this tournament was to educate the students on their 
roles as citizens to be aware of what is currently happening 
in the political sphere in our country as well as learn ways 
to hold the Member of Parliament of their constituencies 
accountable to their actions as well as to fine-tune some of 
the hiccups faced in the previous tournament as well. The 
C4 Center team took over the introduction portion of the 
session to talk about the tutorial of the game as well as the 
purpose of the formation of this card game. 

The tournament consisted of 1 round for demonstra-
tion and 3 rounds of game play. The players were allocated 
into specific teams representing a constituency and were 
then directed to their respective playing tables. The tour-
nament followed a point system whereby overall team 
points and individual points were tabulated. At the end of 
the event, the C4 Team had time to talk to the students to 

get their feedback on the tournament. The majority con-
sensus was that they found the card game to be really fun 
and interesting to play. They got to learn more about the 
advocated reforms and were curious to know more about 
the work we do and resources they could refer to to read up 
more about anti-corruption measures. 

BMT TOURNAMENT WITH
KARANGKRAF MALL AT
SMK SEKSYEN 19, SHAH ALAM
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BFM INTERVIEW - HOW CAN WE END 
WASTE COLONIALISM?

On 24 April 2024, C4 Center was invited to have an 
interview with BFM Radio titled How Can We End Waste 
Colonialism?. The two-part interview was conducted by 
Juliet Jacobs, BFM Radio Announcer and the Producer for 
the Earth Matter series. The content of the interview en-
compassed the overview of C4 Center’s recently launched  
report, “Ending Waste Colonialism, Governing Plastic Pol-
lution: Japan’s Opportunity to Lead Asia out of the Plastic 
Crisis”. Report co-authors, Wong Pui Yi and Nabila Zulke-
flee highlighted the problematic plastic waste exported 
from Japan exacerbates Malaysia’s domestic waste and 
hinders our waste management efficiency and conse-
quently lead to health and environmental impacts. In 
addition, the report co-authors shared the research find-

ings and how they shed light on the need for transparency, 
traceability, and accountability, and the need to advocate 
for both Japan and Malaysia to push for an effective global 
agreement to combat plastic pollution. 

NEW STRAITS TIMES TV INTERVIEW - 
PORT KLANG BUST

C4 Center CEO Pushpan Murugiah was featured in 
a video interview by the New Straits Times TV on 5 June, 

2024. The interview was 
a part of the New Straits 
Times coverage of the 
recent exposure of the 
largest smuggling syndi-
cate ever on record at Port 
Klang. 19 containers with 
various goods intended to 
be smuggled was raided. 
It is estimated that the 
smuggling ring involved 
had evaded taxes worth an 
estimated RM 3.5 billion 
over a period of 10 years. 

Pushpan Murugiah 
called on the government 

to address what has been a known problem for many 
years and for a comprehensive review of standard operat-
ing procedures with regards to the issue of misclassified 
goods during shipping. The continuous unaddressed 
problem of misclassifying goods to avoid tax fees is possi-
bly indicative of corruption between customs officers and 
freight forwarding companies. 

BFM THE MORNING RUN INTERVIEW - 
ASIA MOBILITI

C4 Center CEO Pushpan Murugiah was interviewed 
on radio over the Asia Mobilit contract awarded. Pushpan 
reiterated C4 Center’s concern with the procurement pro-
cess and potential conflicts of interest in the appointment 
of Asia Mobiliti in its POC run for Selangor’s DRT system. 
All government service procurement must be tendered 
through an open and fair tender process. The MACC must 
conduct a more comprehensive probe for potential abuse 
of power or undue influence and the Federal Government 
must expedite the enactment of the Government Procure-
ment Act.

MEDIA APPEARANCES
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
C4 Center Featured in at least 34 

articles or publications in Quarter 2

 
6 Press Statements released 

in Quarter 2


Social Media 

Outreach

FB Reach: 
5.6k, up by 34.6% 
from Q1

IG followers: 
59 new followers in Q2
705 total followers

IG Reach: 
3.2k, up by 202.8%
from Q1

Content Interactions: 
781, increased 33.3% from Q1

Content Interactions:
265, increased 3.9% from Q1

FB Followers: 
12 new followers in Q2
6.3k Total followers

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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