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The last 12 months has been trying and tough times for
Malaysia.

For C4 Center, 2020 can describedas tumultuous, to say
the least.

Our frontline, whistleblower and anti-corruption work,
hadbeenattacked,asthe teamfacedpoliceharassment,a
letter of demand from a sitting Minister and a closing
spaceto advanceinstitutional reforms.

Malaysianvoters stingingrebuke to the BarisanNasional
backin 2018, sawa cruel reversalof fortunes through an
internalcoupanddramaticpowergrab.

The fledgling Pakatan Harapan government crumbled,
leavinga circusof greedypoliticians,hoppingpartiesand
forming new coalitions to seize power. aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ
democracydescendedinto one of its darkestchaptersin
history.

While many were stunned by the ά{ƘŜǊŀǘƻƴƳƻǾŜέwe
were in fact warned by one of the defectorsof a ΨŘŜŜǇ
ǎǘŀǘŜΨsyndromeenvelopingthe system. While we knew
corrupt leaders were trying to take the sky down and
avoid going to jail, no one really dared to imagine that
they would return all too soon.

TheCOVID19 pandemicthat swept through the nation as
it did the world saw once stable and admired Malaysia
plunge into twin disasters of a severe political and
economicdownturn, uncertainof where the future would
leadusto.

Corruption was again thrust into the centre of
-ÁÌÁÙÓÉÁȭÓpolitical landscape and governance. Many
lawmakers were apparently on sale, and much horse
trading was alleged behind the scenes. The Sabahstate
elections was triggered as a result of political defectors.
New malpractices and scandalsaround COVID19 kits
and vaccineswere surfacing,aswith other scandalsof a
complexand transnational nature.

High profile corrupt officials including former PM
.ÁÊÉÂȭÓstep-son,and Former SabahChief Minister were
freed from corruption charges,and institutional reforms
just hung. The National Anti Corruption Plan (NACP)
had stalled,despite the Prime Minister paying lip service
to it .

Despite the gloom and doom that had set base, C4
Center continued steadfast with its work to follow the
money, enhance our investigation work, and build
capacities around whistleblower protection,
environmental governance and research around
political donations and procurement.

We deeply appreciate the many people of Malaysia,our
donors and supporters once again for lending strength
to our work, despitesuchtrying times.

WHEN THE GOINGGETSTOUGH,THE TOUGHWILL
GETUSGOING!

Message from the Board

Terence Fernandez

Cynthia Gabriel

Datuk Sutinah Sutan5ŀǘƻΩ 5Ǌ DǳǊŘƛŀƭ {ƛƴƎƘ

Prof Terence Gomez

Azrul Mohd Khalib
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C4 Center in 2020 
Achievements  & Challenges

65 times cited in the news

30 press statements

1 online round table discussion

2 online webinars

1 police questioning against our press statement

1 Letter of Demand

2 TV appearances

2 international panel forum

2

Whistleblower Protection Webinar

Courtesy visit to MACC Chief Commissioner

[ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 5ŜƳŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘƘŀƳ .ŀōŀΩǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ
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MACC and C4 are optimistic to 
fight corruption together
C4 Centermet MACCChief CommissionerDatuk Seri Azam Baki and his team to discusspotential areasfor meaningful
collaboration in investigating corruption and in creating public awareness. Datuk Seri AzamBaki was very open to state-
society engagements. He also agreedwith the importance of empowering and enhancing the independence of MACC to
combatcorruption .

#UnitedAgainstCorruption
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Ȱ) ÕÒÇÅ ÍÙ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÎÔÉ-Corruption Plan. I urge everyone to champion the aspiration where the country's 
development won't be eroded by corruption, misappropriation and abuse of power. Inculcate the idea that corruption is disgusting and must be combated at all cost in the 

ÍÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȱ 

- Yang di-Pertuan Agong (YDPA) Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah , May 18 2020 Parliament Sitting

Democracy at Stake
Few leading members from civil society were called in for questioning after placing

themselvesin the frontline to protest and to voice out the robbing of our democratic vote

and forming a backdoor government. Only a few days after the unelectedgovernment took

office,we saw the return of harassmenttowards activists and Malaysians. Three of C4 team

members were called in for questioning on different occasionsand possible charge under

the S4(1) Sedition Act and S233(1) of the Communicationsand Multimedia Act. We will not

surrender and will continue to stand up and voiceout against the madness and injustices

that are taking placein our country now.

The police action was definitely ȬÈÁÒÁÓÓÍÅÎÔand ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÏÎȭon civil society. Trying to
keep us from expressing critical views, while politicians focus on grabbing power.
Ironically PM Muhyiddin also admitted his government was not the one the people voted
for!

The YDPAhowever reminded politicians that fighting corruption must be a top priority at
the first parliamentary sitting of the Perikatan Nasionalgovernment. Despite this call, anti
graft activists havebeen singled out, harassed,and targeted.

6
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Good Governance and 

Anti-Corruption

-ÁÌÁÙÓÉÁȭÓefforts to curb corruption following the monumental changeof government in
2018, crumbled like a ton of bricks, when the power grab and internal siegefor power took
placein February 2020.

The new unelected government moved to quickly fortify itself by building loyalty through
strengthened patronage and political appointments into GLCs and statutory bodies,
crushing much work on building accountability and transparencyin theseopaquebodies.

Billions of tax-payers money were used to roll out stimulus packagesin aid of victims and
marginalised groups of the COVID19 pandemic, without parliamentary approval or any
kind of checksand balance.

An emergencyproclamation was sought to suspendParliament, in the name of COVID19,
sendingtheÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓdemocracyreeling,and into its lowest ebb.

Corporatecorruption is a rising threat to governmentseverywhere. Ascorporations big and
small are the central pillars of economic growth, in some situations even to the extent of
state capture. The enormous influence of business over human rights norms and good
governance,haveallowed bribery, patronageand outright corruption to fester.
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Whistleblower Protection  - our key campaign
Whistleblowing is a dangerous occupation in Malaysia.

As a whistleblower organisation, known for naming and shaming corrupt and powerful
people, we can attest to this, as what often accompanies high profile exposes,are
harassmentand intimidation . The most recent was the exposeon Health Minister using
his undue influence to appoint a former director linked to his chain of companies,to be
awarded the procurement of COVID19 testing kits. While this is a subject of an MACC
investigation, we remain very concerned that even a property developer has been
allegedlyawardedcontracts to procure COVIDtesting kits.

Wereceiveda letter of demandfor liabilities up to RM30 million and a public apologyfor
denting his credibility . Wereplied his letter politely and refusedto adhereto its demands.

It is widely acknowledged that whistleblowers are a critical part of uncovering
corruption scandals. Despitethe Whistleblower Protection Act 2010 (the Act), had come
into force, MACChas lamented a very low number of persons actually come to them to
report corruption .

In fact, the annual report from the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission(MACC)in
2012 indicates that out of the total of 8,953 complaints received by the Commission,
only 28 were from whistleblowers.

The climate of fear and that of real reprisals, from blowing the whistle on corruption, has
deterred Malaysiansfrom comingout to report corruption .
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RM30 mil 

Procurement Contract

Khazanah Jaya

South Asia Noble

Iskandar MizaKlinik Adham

Adham Baba

(Health  Minister)

Ministry of Health

The company in question is heavily rumoured to be
Khazanah Jaya Sdn Bhd

}
"I would like to request more explanation on the Covid -19 test kit worth RM30mil that 
had links with Adham Baba's clinic, owned by the health minister. Maybe that's why 

he ran out of the Dewan Rakyat instead of answering this question"

Due to lack of transparency, the RM30 million Procurement Contract remain shrouded in 

secrecy.

Current Law Minister Takiyuddin said, "at this moment, MACC is 

unable to provide details of the investigation"

Former directorPrivate clinic chain

Direct oversight

Several companies wereDIRECTLY APPOINTEDto supply Covid-19 related testing equipment

It was reported that a property developer awarded a 
contract worth "tens of million" and a huge amount was 
paid upfront!

The inexperienced 
property developer, 
has no track record!

30/4/2020

MACC summoned 5 contractors to facilitate 
the investigations

5/5/2020

Tan Boon Keong
and Tan Jiat Jui are 

current 
shareholders and 

directors

Allegedly awarded via 
direct tender

Minority shareholder and director

?

Why can't details of these contracts be revealed even to Members of Parliament who 

inquired in the Dewan Rakyat?

In Parliament on 28/7/2020: Former law minister Liew Vui Keong asked about the MACC's 

investigation into Health Minister alleged link to Khazanah Jaya Sdn Bhd in May 2020.

In Parliament on 24/8/2020, Anwar Ibrahim asked for the 

status of the MACC investigation..

As at August 2020

MINISTRY OF HEALTH'S SUSPICIOUS RM30 MILLION 

PROCUREMENT CONTRACT IN THE MIDST OF A PANDEMIC

On May 13, we received a notice of demand

from Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr. Adham

Baba's solicitors for issuing a press statement

asking the minister to explain whether he is

involved in a RM30 million procurement

scandal. We duly responded within the

stipulated time.



C4 Center is leading a campaignon Whistleblower protection
and one of the activity is national consultation to propose the
necessaryamendments to the act, in collaboration with the
Governance,Integrity, Anti-Corruption Center (GIACC) and
Law Department in the Prime Minister Department
(BHEUU).

A first round table Webinar (Series1) was held on November 6,
2020 entitled: Whistleblowers Vital to Break the Chain of
Corruption. Is ThereProtection?

It was attended by 180 participants from both the public and
private sector. This was an outstanding number, the discussion
were rich in content and analysis. It was also captured by a few
media. More engagementsessionswill beheld in 2021.

Recording of the webinar is available on our YouTube channel
@C4Center

In order to encouragemore individuals to come forward and
whistleblow , there must be several changes made to the
Whistleblower Protection Act 2010, for it to havemeaningfor
the public to haveconfidencein the system.

Is there any real protection for 
whistleblowers?
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