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Our nation is in crisis. 2016, was in a nutshell nothing short of
painful. We witnessed frightful rollbacks on civic freedoms,
accountability of government, and the rule of law.

The unresolved 1MDB monstrous financial scandal has continued to
grip the nation for almost 2 years now. Prime Minister Najib has
shown no remorse, holding onto power by closing investigations
locally, removing his critics and intimidating his dissenters.
Investigations are mounting globally however, court trials, penalties,
charges and jailing of bank officials starting to take place. This has
further fueled a paralyzed state of the economy and a terrible slide in
the ringgit.

The regime has unleashed a nasty crackdown on civil society,
following mass protests calling for the PM to quit. Being accused of
colluding with foreign agents with intentions to overthrow the
government, the draconian security law, SOSMA, was used to detain
Bersih protest leader for up to 10 days, with scores of others were
hauled in for police investigations.

Despite the shrinking space, and the intimidating environment, C4
Center continued its crusade against grand corruption, grew our
campaigns on ending secrecy laws and political financing, to help
shape opinions on accountability, ending impunity and good
governance. Only in our second year of operations, C4 has grown its
significance both locally and more globally this year too, as we
venture into tackling cross-region corruption, money laundering and
understanding the players facilitating organized financial crimes.

As daunting as the work appears TO BE before a disabling and
threatening landscape, we take inspiration, from the quote that
“when the going gets tough, the tough will get us going.” And so we
will continue to strive, and lead a civil society that will place a “NO
CORRUPTION” agenda, as a key feature in the coming general
elections, speculated sometime this year.

The C4 Board of Directors
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C4 in Action : The 2016 Journey
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C4 HIGHLIGHTS

C4 joins international protest in London to exert pressure on Hollywood

producers and actor (Leonardo Di Carpio) to return the stolen money paid to

him for the movie “Wolf of Wall Street”. The money trail connects back to
siphoned 1MDB funds.

Launching of C4 Penang Office



In October the Political financing committee formed by Najib released its report and
recommendations. There were some good ideas generated, such as ban on State
Owned Enterprises donating to political parties etc. but the most worrying part was
the “no cap” rule of political donations.

Much debate was generated from this and the parallel proposals put together by
the coalition of NGOs that we a part of, released our recommendations and reports
as well, generating even more debate on what is best to save Malaysia from deep
rooted corruption stemming around political financing.




We have actively engaged with Penang and Selangor state government to organize
open forums and review improvements into their legislation. This also involved
stronger civic participation to file applications for common community concerns and
obtaining data on infrastructure projects.

Intervention at Selangor State

More than 150 people participated in Freedom of Information forum
held on 29t July 2016 jointly organized with Selangor State Assembly.
Milestone Achieved: The Chief Minister showed strong commitments to
bolster transparency in state policies, and welcomed the use of the FOI
enactment more actively. [Link to MB Azmin Ali Speech]

Intervention at Penang State Government

C4 co-hosted the International Right to Know day on September 28,
jointly organized with Penang State Government. Around 100 people
participated in the event, including public officials.

Milestone Achieved: Penang aims to be a leading State in Malaysia that
espouses principles of openness and good governance, and promised
to review their legislation and take on open data initiatives.

Endorsement from Penang DCM

YB P. Ramasamy Palanisamy and YB Sim Chee
Keong endorsing the FOI Agenda and pledge to
incorporate FOI as part of Penang CAT agenda


http://azminali.com/keynote-closing-address-by-dato-seri-mohamed-azmin-ali-menteri-besar-of-selangor-at-the-forum-entitled-zooming-in-an-honest-assessment-of-freedom-of-information-foi-in/

C4 worked with Petaling Jaya City Council, Institute of Integrity Malaysia, local
businesses and SMEs to reach out to the grassroots communities on anti-

corruption campaigns.

In partnership with MBPJ and the Integrity
Institute of Malaysia, C4 undertook to address
business integrity in licensing and permits. Small
and retail businesses were reached in efforts to
foster awareness on integrity values. A forum was
held and about 600 traders attended, received
certificates and were given badges and stickers to
display integrity practices in their premises.

As part of our goal in building civic participation in
local government decision makings and policies,
C4 worked to empower leaders of resident
associations. We offered our office space for
meetings, and eventually launched a new action
group called MYPJ. This advocacy group will serve
as a platform in building accountability and
promoting transparency in Petaling Jaya.




Forest Governance

Forest Governance became a central theme for C4 in 2016, given the serious and
complex levels of corruption and organised crime, in the forestry area, as the nexus
between business and politics threatened to reap profits from our diminishing
natural resources. Recognizing the depth of corruption challenges in the rural
heartlands, C4 Center’s work with the indigenous people intensified.

In collaboration with the MACC, we brought various officials from law enforcement
agencies, and the Orang Asli Affairs department to the villages to address ongoing
issues of land encroachment by logging companies and the state, illegal loggings
and poor planning and administration of our forests.




Global Anti-Corruption Initiatives

ENGAGING WITH THE WORLD TO COMBAT GRAND CORRUPTION

As the 1MDB scandal continued to spiral, and more foreign jurisdictions began to
investigate possible money laundering and corruption across borders, we produced a
comprehensive report titled “MONEY LAUNDERING AND CROSS BORDER
CORRUPTION: WHO IS FACILITATING THIS?” which tracks illicit money flows globally.

C4 profile grew internationally 1n 2016, as we were invited to provide inputs in both
regional and international for a, as the 1IMDB became a curious case study for many
initiatives . Among the notable events includes the consultation on grand corruption
in Berlin, UNCAC review meetings and the ASEAN SDG Strategy Meeting.

The UNCAC

Given that Malaysia has ratified the UNCAC, C4 has been
invited to provide reviews on the formal report coordinated
by MACC. In April 2016, C4 was invited by the UNODC to
shape policies on Whistleblower Protection in the region.
We were also invited to the International Review Group
(IRG) Meeting in Vienna to push for accountability at the
local and global level.

Sustainable Development Goals

From 2016 — 2030, there is a total of 17 sustainable goals
aiming to make the world development more sustainable.
Goal 16 directly links to our work in fighting corruption and
promoting accountability and access to information. The
ASEAN strategy level meeting, an initiative of C4 and Tl Global
is part of the strategy to achieve the goal.
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importance of open government. We focus on Freedom of
Information laws and Asset Declaration Systems.



C4 In the News Again

C4 continues to engage with local and global media to advocate for greater
transparency and to expose corruptions. The internationalization of the 1MDB

Scandal in the year 2016 has given us much significance for our objective and non-
partisan views. Below are just a few excerpts.

MALAYSIA’S LEADER NOW SUBJECT
TO INVESTIGATION OVER SCANDAL

OF BILLION DOLLAR
- ABC NEWS AUSTRALIA

[Click to View Interview]|

In 2016, there is an estimate

of 80 to 100 citations

attributed to C4 Center.

[Click Here to View Video|



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWSprDcuLKQ
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2015/s4318370.htm

C4 has issued more than 30 statements to

the media on various issues related to
transparency and good governance
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we will not be able to produce the planned outcomes and impacts.
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