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STATEMENT FROM THE BOARD

TheC4 Boardof Directors
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Our nation is in crisis. 2016, was in a nutshell nothing short of
painful. We witnessed frightful rollbacks on civic freedoms,
accountabilityof government,andthe rule of law.

Theunresolved1MDBmonstrousfinancialscandalhascontinuedto
grip the nation for almost 2 years now. Prime Minister Najib has
shown no remorse, holding onto power by closing investigations
locally, removing his critics and intimidating his dissenters.
Investigationsare mountinggloballyhowever,court trials, penalties,
chargesand jailing of bank officials starting to take place. Thishas
further fueleda paralyzedstateof the economyanda terrible slidein
the ringgit.

The regime has unleashed a nasty crackdown on civil society,
following massprotestscallingfor the PM to quit. Beingaccusedof
colluding with foreign agents with intentions to overthrow the
government,the draconiansecuritylaw, SOSMA,wasusedto detain
Bersihprotest leader for up to 10 days,with scoresof others were
hauledin for policeinvestigations.

Despite the shrinkingspace,and the intimidating environment,C4
Center continued its crusade against grand corruption, grew our
campaignson ending secrecylaws and political financing, to help
shape opinions on accountability, ending impunity and good
governance. Only in our secondyearof operations,C4 hasgrown its
significanceboth locally and more globally this year too, as we
venture into tacklingcross-regioncorruption, moneylaunderingand
understandingthe playersfacilitatingorganizedfinancialcrimes.

As daunting as the work appears TO BE before a disabling and
threatening landscape,we take inspiration, from the quote that
άǿƘŜƴthe goinggetstough, the tough will get us going.έAnd so we
will continue to strive, and lead a civil societythat will placeaάbh
/hww¦t¢Lhbέagenda, as a key feature in the coming general
elections,speculatedsometimethis year.



Malaysia Corruption 2016 :  A Quick Overview

Source:
Sprm.gov.my
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Corruption Continues toIntensify
aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎoverall CorruptionPerceptionRankingcontinuesto slide in 2016.
As comparedwith the previous 2 years,Malaysiaslid 5 spots. No wonder
reallywith the 1MDBscandalgrippingthe nation.

Another important indicator is the MACCarrests. Since2013, it is an uptrend

with a whoopingarrestof 936officialsfrom both publicandprivatesectorin
2016.

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Biggest Financial Scandal In Recent Times  - Filed by 
DOJ, United States
The 1MDB, also dubbed the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎbiggest grand corruption scandal
continuesto be in the internationalspotlight. OnJuly2016, Attorney General
LorettaLynchfrom the Departmentof Justiceof USfiled a civil suit to recover
assetsmorethan US1 Billionwhichwaslinkedto stolen1MDBfunds.
MalaysiaOfficial1 wasmentionedmorethan 32 timesin the report.

Biggest Seizure in the History of MACC 
Theyear2016alsowitnessedthe seizureof anothercorruptioncaseinvolving
SabahWater Department. TheStarreported it as the biggestever seizurein
a!//Ωǎhistory. The total amount seizedwas RM114 Million although the
actual amountisspeculatedto be up to RM3.3 Billion.



C4 in Action : The 2016 Journey
An Overview of Key Activities

× Selangor/ Penang 
× FOI Conference
× Right2know.my portal 

Launched
× ASEANlevel SDG 

StrategyMeeting 

× Engagement with
Businesses (FMM) 
on political financing

× KleptocrazyPortal
Development (AG Report)

× Forest Governance  
GuaMusangOrang Asli
Program

× Political Financing 
Report with G25

× Opening of Penang
Office

× Insight Into Kelantan
Timber Industry

× Launch of Kelantan
Timber Report 

× Roundtable with  
MACC on Forest Governance

× Business Licensing
Program with MBPJ

QUARTER 1

QUARTER 2

QUARTER 3

QUARTER 4

2017



C4 HIGHLIGHTS

ά

Launching of C4 Penang Office
Nowwith full time staff in Penang,C4 will be ableto track
good governance practices in the Northern region in
collaborationwith the Stategovernmentsand MACC. The
launchof C4 Nortnern receivedincerdiblemoral support
andstrongcomittment from manyquartersof society.

Plight of Orang Asli in Kelantan
DOZENSof activists were arrested in protest against
excessiveloggingin Kelantan. C4 continuesto support the
plight of the Orang Asli and empower them through
promotion of rights and good forest governance.
Workshopsand forums were carriedout to empower the
OrangAslito fight corruptionin their locale.

1MDB Scandal Goes to Hollywood 
C4 joins international protest in London to exert pressure on Hollywood
producersand actor (LeonardoDi Carpio) to return the stolen moneypaid to
him for the movieά²ƻƭŦof Wall{ǘǊŜŜǘέ. The money trail connectsback to
siphoned1MDBfunds.



Thematic Focus Areas

Political Financing & Cross Border 
Corruption

Theofficial proposalsare now sent to the Cabinet
to discusson the next courseof action. TheNGO
and civil society coalition has gone a few steps
further by engagingthe ΨƎƛǾŜǊΩof the donations,
mainlythe businesssector.

Togetherwith G25 & C4 Center,we met with the
Federation of Malaysian Manufacturing (FMM),
andlobbiedfor their support. It wasgoodprogress
when they had their own press conferenceand
reiterated support for the proposals and
recommendations,and calledfor an end to secret
donations, hailing instead a more enabling and
better regulatedindustryof political financinglaws
in the country.

Next up is the launch of our report on cross
bordercorruption andmoneylaundering.

In Octoberthe Politicalfinancingcommitteeformedby Najibreleasedits report and
recommendations. Therewere somegood ideasgenerated,suchas ban on State
OwnedEnterprisesdonatingto politicalpartiesetc. but the most worryingpart was
theάƴƻŎŀǇέrule of politicaldonations.

Much debate was generatedfrom this and the parallel proposalsput together by
the coalitionof NGOsthat we a part of, releasedour recommendationsandreports
aswell, generatingevenmore debateon what is best to saveMalaysiafrom deep
rooted corruptionstemmingaroundpolitical financing.



We have activelyengagedwith Penangand Selangorstate governmentto organize
open forums and review improvements into their legislation. This also involved
strongercivicparticipationto file applicationsfor commoncommunityconcernsand
obtainingdataon infrastructureprojects.

Thematic Focus Areas
Freedom of Information

Intervention at Selangor State
More than 150 people participated in Freedomof Information forum
heldon 29th July2016jointly organizedwith SelangorStateAssembly.
MilestoneAchieved: TheChiefMinister showedstrongcommitmentsto
bolster transparencyin statepolicies,andwelcomedthe useof the FOI
enactmentmoreactively. [Linkto MBAzminAli Speech]

Intervention atPenang State Government
C4 co-hosted the International Right to Know day on September28,
jointly organizedwith PenangState Government. Around 100 people
participatedin the event,includingpublicofficials.
MilestoneAchieved: Penangaimsto be a leadingState in Malaysiathat
espousesprinciplesof opennessand good governance,and promised
to reviewtheir legislationandtakeon opendatainitiatives.

Commitmentfrom SelangorCM
YB AzminAli, Chief Minister of Selangor in the 
Selangor FOI Forum showed  political will to
strengthen  FOIlegialationand use.

Endorsement  from Penang DCM
YB P. Ramasamy Palanisamyand YB Sim Chee 
Keongendorsing the FOI Agenda and  pledge to 
incorporate FOI as part of Penang CAT agenda


